Influenza is a ubiquitous infectious disease characterized by the occurrence of frequent antigenic mutations of the causative virus which affects many people every year. Since 1979, we have studied the epidemiology of influenza in Thailand by isolating the virus from suspected patients and by comparing the antigenic feature of the isolates with that of Japanese isolates. In this report, influenza virus isolates in Thailand, mainly in Northern Thailand in the rainy seasons of 1986, 1987, and 1988 will be described.
Throat swab specimens from more than 450 suspected patients were subjected to the virus isolation by inoculation into developing hen's eggs and/or MDCK cell cultures. Methods are described elsewhere6,16i. Influenza virus isolates were identified and typed by HI tests using as references ferret or mouse antisera raised to H1N1 and H3N2 type A and type B influenza viruses. Results are shown in Table 1 . In 1986, 10 out of 12 isolates were of the H1N1 subtype and the other two were of type B. Among 13 isolated in 1987, eight strains were of type B and the other five were of H1N1. In 1988, all of the 51 isolates were of the H3N2 subtype. The ages of patients from whom throat swabs were collected ranged from 0 to 74 The circulation of influenza virus among human population will be completely described only after the survey during long time.
